
In a clinical trial for maintenance treatment for 
advanced urothelial carcinoma, a type of cancer 
in the bladder or urinary tract, BAVENCIO plus 
supportive care* showed an increased median 
overall survival of 21.4 months vs 14.3 months 
with supportive care alone. 
 
*Supportive care may have included antibiotics, 
nutritional support, hydration, and pain management.

For adult patients with advanced urothelial carcinoma (UC), a type of cancer 
in the bladder or urinary tract, whose cancer has responded or stabilized 
after platinum-containing chemotherapy 

SELECT SAFETY INFORMATION
BAVENCIO® (avelumab) is a medicine that may treat certain cancers by working with your immune system. BAVENCIO can 
cause your immune system to attack normal organs and tissues in any area of your body and can affect the way they work. 
These problems can sometimes become severe or life-threatening and can lead to death. You can have more than one of these 
problems at the same time. These problems may happen anytime during treatment or even after your treatment has ended.

Not an actual patient. BAVENCIO is indicated only for adult patients.

There’s the possibility for 
more with BAVENCIO

Time for More 
Moments

Please see Select Safety Information throughout and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Surgery: When doctors do a procedure to take the cancer  

cells out of your body

Radiation therapy: Strong energy waves are used to  

kill cancer cells
Chemotherapy: Medicine that stops cancer cells from growing. 

It can either kill the cancer cells or stop them from dividing. A 

common type of chemotherapy for advanced bladder cancer is 

platinum-containing chemotherapy (PCC), such as cisplatin or 

carboplatin, in combination with gemcitabine

Antibody-drug conjugates: This connects a chemotherapy 

drug to an antibody, which is a molecule that helps deliver the 

medicine to the right place in the body

Immunotherapy: A medicine that helps your body’s immune 

system fight and kill cancer cells

Your doctor might also suggest joining a clinical trial to try new treatments.

SELECT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Getting medical treatment right away may help keep these problems from becoming more serious. Your healthcare 
provider will check you for these problems during your treatment with BAVENCIO. Your healthcare provider may treat you 
with corticosteroids or hormone replacement medicines. Your healthcare provider may also  
need to delay or completely stop treatment with BAVENCIO if you have severe side effects.

The role of  maintenance therapy
• Maintenance therapy may help  keep cancer from coming back  after treatment

• It may help patients live longer
• It is usually immunotherapy after treatment with chemotherapy

How is advanced bladder cancer treated?
There are 5 common treatments for advanced bladder cancer. 

You and your doctor can talk about which treatment approach is best for you

Not sure what a teal-colored 
word in this brochure means?
Visit BAVENCIO.com to learn more?

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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T cell PD-1 PD-L1 cancer
cell

BAVENCIO works by helping T cells 
know to attack cancer cells.*

BAVENCIO

BAVENCIO is an immunotherapy drug–

BAVENCIO is used as a maintenance 
treatment. A maintenance treatment may 
help keep your cancer from coming back 
or growing.

BAVENCIO is used after treatment with PCC. 
PCC is a widely used approach for advanced 
bladder cancer that has been around for 
decades and is well understood. 

Your immune system can help you fight 
cancer cells by attacking them with T cells, a 
type of white blood cell. But cancer cells can 
trick T cells with PD-L1 by binding PD-1 on a 
T cell and making it think that the cancer cell 
is a normal part of the body. BAVENCIO may 
help block this connection between PD-L1 and 
PD-1 so that your body’s T cells can fight the 
cancer cells.

a maintenance treatment that helps your immune system 
find and help attack cancer cells in advanced bladder cancer

*This is a general example of how BAVENCIO works. Each patient is different and 
clinical results may vary. BAVENCIO can cause your immune system to attack 
normal organs and tissues and can affect the way they work. These problems 
can sometimes become serious or life threatening and can lead to death.​

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Study design
BAVENCIO was studied in 700 patients with advanced bladder cancer that did not progress  

after platinum-containing chemotherapy (PCC)
To be part of the study, patients had to:
•	 Have locally advanced or metastatic bladder cancer
•	 Have at least 1 lesion, or damaged area, that was evaluated
•	 Have gone through 4 to 6 cycles of PCC
•	 Showed they are physically functional
•	 Not had any autoimmune diseases (conditions where the  

immune system attacks your own body) or need a treatment  
that weakened their immune system

Supportive care for advanced bladder cancer may have included antibiotics to kill bacteria, 
nutritional support for food and energy, hydration to get enough water, and pain management.

SELECT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
BAVENCIO can cause serious side effects. Call or see your healthcare provider 
right away if you get any new or worsening signs or symptoms, including:
Lung problems
• �cough
• �shortness of breath
• �chest pain

Intestinal problems
• �diarrhea (loose stools) or more frequent bowel movements than usual
• �stools that are black, tarry, sticky, or have blood or mucus
• �severe stomach-area (abdomen) pain or tenderness

Not an actual patient.

The study measured overall survival, or the total time that patients 
lived after starting in the trial. Patients were given either:
BAVENCIO + supportive care

350 patients
Only supportive care

350 patients

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Study results
BAVENCIO plus supportive care helped some patients live longer than those on supportive care alone

In the main results of the study: 
Patients on BAVENCIO plus supportive care lived for a median* of 
7.1 months longer than patients on supportive care alone. ​

The median overall survival for BAVENCIO plus the best supportive care 
was 21.4 months and 14.3 months for the best supportive care alone.​

​*The median number is the one that is in the middle of all the results. Half of the people who had  
BAVENCIO and supportive care lived for more than 21.4 months, and half lived for less.

BAVENCIO plus supportive 
care decreased the risk of 
death by 31% compared  
with supportive care alone  
in patients who are stable  
after receiving PCC.

Supportive Care Only

B AVENCIO + Supportive Care
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BAVENCIO showed consistent results when the study kept track of patients for over 3 years.

Patients who had BAVENCIO plus 
supportive care lived for a median 
of 8.8 months longer than those 
who had only supportive care.

31%

In the extended study results: 

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Safety
The safety of BAVENCIO was studied in one of the largest trials of patients with advanced bladder cancer— 

giving you and your doctor the right information to help support educated treatment decisions

Almost 9 out of 10 people (88%) in the study were 
able to stay on treatment and didn’t have to 

permanently stop treatment because of side effects.

The types of side effects seen with BAVENCIO were 
the same for more than 3 years, and no new side 

effects were seen during this time.

Not actual patients.

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Safety (continued)

BAVENCIO can cause serious side effects. 
Call or see your healthcare provider right away if you 
get any new or worsening signs or symptoms, including:

Possible side effects
The most common side effects of BAVENCIO include:​ 
 
 
 
 

Getting medical attention right away may help keep 
these problems from becoming more serious. Your 
doctor will check you for these problems during your 
treatment with BAVENCIO. Your doctor may treat you 
with corticosteroid or hormone replacement medicines. 

Lung Problems Hormone Gland Problems

Intestinal Problems Kidney Problems

Liver Problems Skin Problems

Feeling  
tired

Urinary tract  
infection

Muscle and 
bone pain

Rash

Additional serious side effects for BAVENCIO include:

Infusion-Related 
Reactions Can 
Sometimes Be Severe 
or Life-Threatening

Problems Can 
Also Happen in 
Other Organs  
and Tissues

Complications, Including Graft-Versus-Host-Disease 
(GVHD), in People Who Have Received a Bone 
Marrow (Stem Cell) Transplant That Uses Donor 
Stem Cells (Allogeneic)

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.

https://www.bavencio.com/en_US/patients-and-caregivers/uc-home.html
https://www.emdserono.com/us-en/pi/bavencio-pi.pdf
https://www.emdserono.com/us-en/pi/bavencio-mg.pdf


Tips for your infusion
Remember to note any supplements or over-the-counter medications you may be taking

These steps may help during your infusion:

Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water​

Wear comfortable, loose-fitting clothing​

Bring a list of all the medications you  
currently take

Write down any questions you have for  
your healthcare team​

Bring something to keep you entertained

Also bring fun things to keep you busy, like a book, device, or music. ​

SELECT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
BAVENCIO can cause serious side effects. Call or see your healthcare provider 
right away if you get any new or worsening signs or symptoms, including:
Liver problems
• �yellowing of your skin or the whites of your eyes
• �severe nausea or vomiting
• �pain on the right side of your stomach area (abdomen)

 
• �dark urine (tea colored)
• �bleeding or bruising more easily than normal

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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How BAVENCIO is given
BAVENCIO is a first-line maintenance infusion treatment for 

advanced bladder cancer given once every 2 weeks

You will take BAVENCIO once every 2 weeks. 
You and your doctor will decide how many 
treatments you need.

Your doctor or nurse will give you BAVENCIO at an 
infusion center, hospital, or in your doctor’s office. 
BAVENCIO is given through an IV infusion in your 
vein that takes about 1 hour to complete.​ 

Your doctor may need to delay or completely 
stop treatment with BAVENCIO if you have 
severe side effects.​

Infusion related reactions can sometimes be severe 
or life-threatening. Signs or symptoms of infusion-
related reactions may include: chills or shaking, hives, 
flushing, shortness of breath or wheezing, dizziness, 
feel like passing out, fever, back pain, or stomach-
area (abdomen) pain.

Intravenous 
(IV) infusion

About 
60 minutes

Every 
2 weeks

See infusion-related reactions below
Not an actual patient. 
BAVENCIO is indicated  
only for adult patients.

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Call us at 1-844-8COVER1 (1-844-826-8371), 
Monday–Friday 8 am to 8 pm EST 

Visit us at www.CoverOne.com

Your voice is important.  Your voice is important.  
Work with your doctor to develop  Work with your doctor to develop  
a care plan that meets your needsa care plan that meets your needs

​Help Understanding Insurance Coverage​
•	 We’re here to help you understand how BAVENCIO 

may be covered by your insurance plan
Copay Assistance/Financial Assistance​
•	 If you have commercial insurance, you may be 

eligible to pay as little as $0* out of pocket 
for BAVENCIO​

Patient Assistance Program/Free Drug Program​
•	 Don’t have insurance coverage for BAVENCIO? 

We may be able to provide the medication at 
no cost if you meet certain eligibility criteria*​

Nursing Support​
•	 Our CoverOne® nurses are available to help answer 

your questions and provide support throughout 
your BAVENCIO treatment journey​

Financial support for BAVENCIO with CoverOne®

At CoverOne®, we’re here to help you understand your insurance coverage, access your prescribed  
BAVENCIO treatment, and support you throughout your treatment journey

CoverOne® may be able to provide access and reimbursement support services for eligible patients.*

*	Terms and Conditions apply. Some limitations are required by law. 
Patients covered by federal or state healthcare programs, including 
Medicare and Medicaid, are not eligible for assistance.

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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Problems can also happen in other organs and tissues.  
These are not all of the signs or symptoms of immune  
system problems that can happen with BAVENCIO. Call  
or see your healthcare provider right away for any new or 
worsening signs or symptoms, which may include:
•	 Chest pain, irregular 

heartbeat, shortness of 
breath or swelling of ankles

•	 Confusion, sleepiness, 
memory problems, changes 
in mood or behavior, stiff 
neck, balance problems, 
tingling or numbness of the 
arms or legs

•	 Double vision, blurry vision, 
sensitivity to light, eye pain, 
changes in eye sight

•	 Persistent or severe 
muscle pain or weakness, 
muscle cramp

•	 Low red blood cells, bruising

Infusion-related reactions can sometimes be severe or  
life-threatening. Signs and symptoms of infusion-related 
reactions may include:
•	 chills or shaking
•	 hives
•	 flushing
• 	shortness of breath 

or wheezing

•	 dizziness
• 	feel like passing out
•	 fever
•	 back pain
•	 stomach-area (abdomen) pain

Complications, including graft-versus-host-disease (GVHD), 
in people who have received a bone marrow (stem cell) 
transplant that uses donor stem cells (allogeneic). These 
complications can be serious and can lead to death. These 
complications may happen if you underwent transplantation 
either before or after being treated with BAVENCIO. Your 
healthcare provider will monitor you for these complications.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)

Kidney problems
• 	decrease in your amount 

of urine
• 	blood in your urine
• 	swelling of your ankles
• 	loss of appetite 

Skin problems
• 	rash
• 	itching
• 	skin blistering or peeling
• 	painful sores or ulcers in 

mouth or nose, throat, or 
genital area

• 	fever or flu-like symptoms
• 	swollen lymph nodes

BAVENCIO can cause serious side effects. Call or see 
your healthcare provider right away if you get any new 
or worsening signs or symptoms, including:

Hormone gland problems
•	 headache that will not go 

away or unusual headaches
•	 eye sensitivity to light
•	 eye problems
•	 rapid heartbeat
•	 increased sweating
• 	extreme tiredness
•	 weight gain or weight loss
•	 feeling more hungry or   

thirsty than usual
•	 urinating more often  

than usual

•	 hair loss
•	 feeling cold
•	 constipation
•	 your voice gets deeper
•	 dizziness or fainting
•	 changes in mood or 

behavior, such as 
decreased sex drive, 
irritability, or forgetfulness

 
Please see full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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• 	have immune system 
problems such as Crohn’s 
disease, ulcerative colitis,  
or lupus

•	 have received an  
organ transplant

•	 have received or plan 
to receive a stem cell 
transplant that uses donor 
stem cells (allogeneic)

•	 have a condition that affects 
your nervous system, such 
as myasthenia gravis or 
Guillain-Barré syndrome

•	 have heart problems or  
high blood pressure

• 	have diabetes
•	 have a high cholesterol 

level in your blood
•	 are pregnant or plan 

to become pregnant. 
BAVENCIO can harm your 
unborn baby 

          
Females who are able to become pregnant:
- You should use an effective method of birth control 

during your treatment and for at least 1 month after the 
last dose of BAVENCIO. Talk to your healthcare provider 
about birth control methods that you can use during  
this time

• 	are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known 
if BAVENCIO passes into your breast milk. Do not 
breastfeed during treatment and for at least 1 month after 
the last dose of BAVENCIO.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements.

Before you receive BAVENCIO, tell your healthcare 
provider about all of your medical conditions,  
including if you:

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)

These are not all the possible side effects of 
BAVENCIO. Call your doctor for medical advice about 
side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088 or www.fda.gov/medwatch.

The most common side effects of BAVENCIO as 
maintenance treatment in people with urothelial 
carcinoma (UC) whose cancer responded or  
stabilized after platinum-containing chemotherapy  
as first treatment include:
•	 feeling tired 
•	 muscle and bone pain

•	 urinary tract infection 
•	 rash

 

The most common side effects of BAVENCIO in people 
with UC after platinum-containing chemotherapy that did 
not work, or is no longer working, include:
•	 feeling tired 
•	 infusion-related reactions 

including chills, fever, 
back pain, redness, and 
shortness of breath

•	 muscle and bone pain
•	 nausea
•	 decreased appetite
•	 urinary tract infection

Please see full full Prescribing Information  
and Medication Guide.
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Still have questions about BAVENCIO? Talk to your doctor  
or visit BAVENCIO.com to learn more

© 2025 Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.​  
EMD Serono is the Healthcare business of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany in the U.S. and Canada.​  
BAVENCIO and CoverOne are registered trademarks of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, or its affiliates.​  
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Talk to your doctor about

BAVENCIO
to learn if there is a

possibility for
 MORE

BAVENCIO first-line maintenance may 
help make a difference in your treatment 

journey for advanced bladder cancer
Not actual patients.

Please see Select Safety Information throughout  
and full Prescribing Information and Medication Guide.
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